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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 15 November 2007 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)|3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Clalm(s) 1-127 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 4,5 and 10-127 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) \Z\ Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 1.3 and 6-9 is/are rejected. 

7) ^ Claim(s) 2 is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 
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1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office action is in response to tine communication filed 4-15-08. 
Claims 1-127 are pending in the instant application. 

Claims 1-3 and 6-9 are examined on their merits as set forth below. Claims 4, 5, 
and 10-127 have been withdrawn as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

Specification 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because the reference cited on page 
2, line 5 of paragraph 0006 appears to be incorrect (Anderberg et al). Correction is 
required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

Response to Arguments and Amendments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-3 and 6-9 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection set forth below. 

Withdrawn Rejections 
Any rejections not repeated in this Office action are hereby withdrawn. 

New Rejections 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 3, 6-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bornemann et al (Biochem. J., Vol. 325, pages 623-629, 1997). 

Bornemann et al (Biochem. J., Vol. 325, pages 623-629, 1997) teach methods of 
assaying for cysteine :glucosaminyl inositol ligase and identifying an inhibitor of this 
enzyme comprising determining the ligation of cysteine to the glucosaminyl inositol (Gl) 
in the presence and absence of a candidate inhibitor, which assay is performed in the 
presence of L-cysteine, Gl and ATP, which ligase is produced in an actinomycete and 
which candidate compound optionally comprises a polypeptide, polynucleotide or small 
molecule (see the abstract and introduction on p. 623; text on p. 625bridging paragraph 
on pp. 626-7; figure 4 on p. 627; text and Table 1 on p. 628; text and figure 8 on p. 629). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claim 2 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Certain papers related to this application may be submitted to Art Unit 1635 by 
facsimile transmission. The faxing of such papers must conform with the notices 
published in the Official Gazette, 1156 OG 61 (November 16, 1993) and 1157 OG 94 
(December 28, 1993) (see 37 C.F.R. ' 1 .6(d)). The official fax telephone number for the 
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Group is 571-273-8300. NOTE: If Applicant does submit a paper by fax, the original 
signed copy should be retained by applicant or applicant's representative. NO 
DUPLICATE COPIES SHOULD BE SUBMITTED so as to avoid the processing of 
duplicate papers in the Office. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jane Zara whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-0765. 
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Douglas Schultz, can be reached on (571 ) 272-0763. Any inquiry of 
a general nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed to the 
Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0196. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Jane Zara 
6-27-08 

/Jane Zara/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1635 



